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Abstract
Technology in the field of social media continues to develop not only so that humans can
interact with one another and exchange information, but also to collaborate in various
fields widely and comfortable reach without depends on place and time. Since the
invention of internet network around the 2000s, innovation in education has grown
rapidly. Mastery of English is a demand, as are other foreign languages, including German
language. It could not be denied that the development of technology in media has changed
the educational process. Material of German language as foreign language (Deutsch als
Fremdsprache/DaF) is presented in a multimedia teaching model. The student’s ability to
speak Germany is not only just supported by four competencies like reading, writing,
listening, and speaking, but also seen from the socio-cultural life of German society
digitally. The teachers must adjust their innovative teaching methods that is equipped by
digital systems. It will encourage the students to develop independence in learning
German. Their gadgets will be used to do assignments or exercises, even for their self-
evaluation of their own abilities. This paper aims to see whether the use of gadget to learn
German is in line with their utilization in the daily lives of students and to support them to
learn German. Respondents who represent millennials will be taken by the first semester
students of Fakultas Ilmu Budaya Universitas Padjadjaran, who take lecture of German
language. The method used is a qualitative method with research techniques in the form of
questionnaires and German language tests. The results obtained that the activeness of
students using gadget is not the main thing in learning German but must be considered
other factors.
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Introduction
Internet technology in our society should be appreciated because technology, finding

on communication, make it easier for us to communicate with people all over the world.
As a result, people assume that understanding foreign language except English is more
challenging. Learning foreign language not only to support the job, but also for leisure too.
People who attracted for foreign language or train their language, and Indonesian who
ever lived across, make their own language community. Therefore, in Indonesia,
especially in big cities, there are a lot of communities that facilitating people to‘Polygot
Bandung’, “Taman Bahasa Bandung’ (Bandung Language Park), ‘Deutschclub’, and
‘Komunitas Capetang’. They are also conducting internationally recognized proficiency
tests, like Toefl dan IELTS, TEF (French), JLPT (Japanesse), certificat from level A1,
A2, B1, B2, C1, C2 (German).

A variety of reasons for studying in German Bachelor Program are seen on first
semester in 2019. From 21 students as respondent, 14 students have been studying
German in high school in 1 semester as an optional subject and 4 semesters for they who
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choose a language major in high school with longest 80 minutes in one week. In the
second group, 7 student never learn German before. They attracted on German because of
‘Habibi dan Ainun’ film that a lot of dialog on German, information for high school
seniors, want to work in the Foreign Affairs Ministry, want to continue study in Germany,
want to study in a state university, and also German bachelor Program not too difficult to
enter.

Indonesia as multicultural nation that have more 500 ethnic groups, so the
respondent is coming from diverse cultural and mother language. For all Indonesian and
also all respondents, bahasa Indonesia is second native language after mother language,
and German is the second foreign language in order to learn after English as a mandatory
subject in school. Because of human were created as a most perfect creature, people have
language to communicate and they also have skill to learn foreign language in the world
although they never have been heard. So, there are many assumptions about learning
foreign language is so easy, just knowing the meaning of that. In fact, if people talking
about language, there also should talk about culture. Language and culture cannot be
sorted out, but they are unified whole. This cannot be denied, because if someone talks
about culture, then he will talk about the language because both of them have the close
relationship and go hand in hand. Among human beings only humans have language as a
gift from the Almighty that is priceless. In this world, there is no society without language
and vice versa.

Language and culture are like coins with two sides, because culture is a whole
lifestyle that is owned by a group of people that is obtained and passed on through
language. Culture is abstract and it is understood as the whole norm, the value of rules,
science, religious structure, as well as intellectualism and artistic value, which as a whole
are characteristic of the culture owners' society. The culture itself cannot be separated
from nature and the environment in which the community lives. Therefore, the culture of
one community group may be different from the culture of other community groups. This
subject also confirmed by Kusherdyana (2011: 17) that, “Human is always in a certain
social and cultural sphere that is very different from one place to another”. Furthermore,
Lewis (2005 :94) has explained the relationship language and culture, “citizens of a
country use their discussion and speech in different waysLanguage is a communication
tool that conveys messages, but language is further than that, it has strengths and
weaknesses that reflect the national character and even national philosophy.”

In accordance with the times and advancements in the field of technology, the
teaching of German also experienced innovation and is supported by digital systems.
Language skills, competencies like listening, speaking, reading, and writing is not taught
separately, but are one unit and the material in German textbooks “Netzwerk” for
foreigners (Deutsch als Fremdsprache) is arranged in such a way.

Important aspects of foreign language teaching are teaching and learning process,
methods, and textbooks. Language mastery standards (A1-C2) are set by the German
government. It is intended for foreigners over 16 years of age, especially they do not have
knowledge of German. The books are various offers of free online German language
lessons and equipped with digital lesson packages. With this teaching innovation students
are encouraged to develop independence in learning German, the independence of students
in learning is a demand. The lecturers in this case must develop constantly their learning
methods and their role in the classroom is just a Moderator.

Students taken as respondents are first semester students with age around 19 years,
which can be categorized as millennials who in daily life are very familiar with gadgets. In
one side, the use of technology media plays roll to improve the language skills of the
students. In otherside, students telah aware of the importance of IT and adaptive to their
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use in their daily activities it can even be said that the life they lead is never separated
from IT, and 80% of respondent explain that they have mastered the IT program well. By
seeing the need for IT in supporting the competencies of students in learning German and
mastering a good IT program from students, all of the student can learn German well.
Based on the description that has been presented, in this paper, it is aimed to see whether
the use of gadget to learn German is in line with their utilization in the daily lives of
students and to support them to learn German.

Literature review
Every language in the world has its own rules that are different from other languages

because speaking about language means speaking about culture too, but since the 1980s
the impacting of globalization is unbelievable around the wold. The people is more offen
for their cultures. globalization we can see that right now increasing interdependence
betwen many nations, “Culture is passed from one generation to another through
immaterial culture, which includes values, norms, language, rituals, and symbols; and
material culture, which includes objects, art, and institutions.sociated with the spread of
global culture including ethnocentrism and xenocentrism”
(https://www.britannica.com/science/cultural-globalization).

Kramsch (1998:11) explains that, “….…. different people speak differently because
they think differently, and that they think differently because their language offers them
different ways of expressing the world around them.” This definition is still relevant with
the definition to the British anthropologist Edward B. Tylor Primitive Culture as, “a
complex whole including knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other
capability or habit acquired by human beings as members of society”, and in the same
resource he added that, “Culture has taken over from Nature in guaranteeing the survival
of the human species and in charting its future evolution. culture is the human being’s
default mode for knowing the world (Danesi,2004:35).

From the explanation of the experts on culture, it can be believed that language and
culture cannot be separated but constitute a unity, like a coin with two sides because
through cultural matters passed down from one generation to another. Language society
uses language in the form of structured signs. Language as a communication tool has its
own characteristics that are different from other languages. German and Indonesian are
two different languages when viewed from genealogical (Austronesian - Indogerman) and
typological (agglutinated - flexed) classifications. In Indonesian as an agglutinated
language, the grammatical function is marked by adding affixes (me-, -an, pe-) in basic
words, like lexical ‘nyanyi’ turn menyanyi (V) to sing, ‘nyanyian’ song, ‘penyanyi’
singer. German as a flexing language (German word Flexion ‘changing’), basic words
undergo changes which are divided into three groups : (1) changes in verbs (conjugation),
(2) changes to articles, adjectives, and pronouns (Declination), and (3) adjective
comparative form (Comparation) (Gross, 1998). Humans speak through arbiter symbols.
Since humans are born destined to be able to speak, there is an assumption that learning
languages is easy just to arrange words into sentences. Yet the reality is not the case,
because in language, it is not only involves sound and writing but cognition and feeling
enters it.

Dürr & Schlobinski (2006:17) : “Wir können zwar nicht wie junge Fische sofort
schwimmenund entwickeln unsere Sprachkenntnisse erst Schritt für Schritt, aber nach
einigen Jahren schon können wir uns darin als als erfahrene Schwimmer betrachten.”
(‘Although we cannot swim fast like young fish and develop our language skills step by
step, but after a few years already, we can consider ourselves as experienced swimmers’).
This is in line with the Brown's opinion, H. Douglas (2000: 65): "Every time we teach one
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language, we also teach a complex system of cultural habits, values, ways of thinking,
feeling, and acting." This is in line with the Brown's opinion, H. Douglas (2000: 65):
"Every time we teach one language, we also teach a complex system of cultural habits,
values, ways of thinking, feeling, and acting." The illustration can be taken as a
description that students are not easy to learn German that they have never heard. The
people can speak language step by step, from birth to the world, starting from the
repetition of the word from the environment around them so that they are able to produce
complete and perfect sentences. The following is an explanation of language :

“Sprache ist ein sich stets weiterentwickelndes, komplexes System von Lauten und
Zeichen zum Zwecke der Kommunikation. Jedem Zeichen des Systems wird eine
Bedeutung zugeordnet. Sprache wirkt im Prozess der Kommunikation als Medium
zwischen dem Sender (Sprecher/Schreiber) und dem Empfänger (Hörer/Leser).”
(https://www.lernhelfer.de/schuelerlexikon/deutsch/artikel/was-ist-sprache)”

‘Language is an ever-evolving, complex system of sounds and signs for the
purpose of communication. Each character of the system is assigned a meaning.
Language acts in the process of communication as a medium between the sender
(speaker/writer) and the receiver (listener/reader)’.
(https://www.lernhelfer.de/schuelerlexikon/deutsch/artikel/was-ist-sprache)

With the discovery in the field of science and technology, globalization has entered
into all parts of the world and has brought people to a modern life that demands everything
fast-paced, effective, and efficient, as seen in the following quote, “Since the 1980s has
impacted to cultures around the world. The term of globalization is known to describe.
The increasing interdependence and interaction between people, cultures, and the
economies of different nations. Globalization has resulted in widespread cultural, social,
economic, technological, and political changes”
(https://www.enotes.com/researchstarters/global-culture). The concept of a modern
lifestyle has changed the old ways of thinking which are considered ancient and
conventional. The ease of accessing information is one of the demands of modern society.
Social media is an important role because it is considered as a source of information.
Nowadays it can be said that everyone uses the media, to find information and knowledge
in meeting their needs (Garry 1991, 29-30). The generation that was born at the height of
the use of technology was termed by two American historians and writers, William Strauss
and Neil Howe with Millennials.

Theirs writing “How Customer and Workforce Attitudes Will Evolve” (2007: 42-44)
told us. “we have found is that generations shaped by similar early-life experiences often
develop similar collective personae and follow similar life trajectories.“ They add to it in
the same source that the generation has a measuring pattern of predictability. The GI
Generation (born 1901-1924, The Silent Generation (born 1925-1942), The Boom
Generation (born 1943-1960), Generation X (born 1961-1981), and The Millennial
Generation (born 1982 to roughly 2005).

When we associate the influence of globalization, that the differences in ethnicity or
nationality are increasing daily and American is still used as a center for young people's
modernity, then the division of this generation is still relevant to young people in
Indonesia today. Millenials, that's called Y-generation, categorized as a generation that
from birth has been introduced to social media very familiar in everyday life and for
millennial information is essential, they will feel 'out of date' if they do not know the latest
information. In the digital era, information is a major human need and they will feel 'out of



THE UTILIZATION OF GADGET BYMILLENIALS IN STUDYING GERMAN

16th International Conference on Language, Education, Humanities and Innovation & 6th International Mobile and Education Learning
Technologies (IMELT) 2019
23rd & 24th November, 2019

26

date' if they don't know the latest information. The Indonesian people are including social
media fans and are the 4th most registered Facebook users in the world
(https://tekno.kompas.com).

The discoveries in the field of science and technology have brought people into
modern life that demands all things fast, effective, and efficient. The concept of a modern
lifestyle has changed the old ways of thinking that are considered ancient and
conventional and the way of communication between members of society. Look at
explanation from Danesi (2004:37),

“Dawkins defines memes as replicating patterns of information (ideas, laws,
clothing fashions, art works, etc.) and of behavior (marriage rites, love rituals,
religious ceremonies, etc.) that people inherit directly from their cultures. Like
genes, memes involve no intentionality on the part of the receiving human
organism. Being part of culture, the human being takes them in unreflectively from
birth, and then becomes part of a collective systemthat passes them on just as
unreflectively to subsequent generations, which improve adaptively over preceding
generations.”

Humans live in a dynamic culture. On the one hand the previous generation upheld
the traditional culture with its local wisdom, but now with ease of access, people can
directly know each other's culture around the world and create global culture. Of course,
this openness has an impact on people's lives as a consequence that must be faced, so that
the users of social media should be aware of expressions that are conveyed to the public or
information obtained through mass media, as stated in the following quotation:

“Das Internet als Werkzeug im gesellschaftlichen Ringen um Hegemonie, also im
Klassenkampf, zu nutzen. Im Gegenteil. Es sind aber noch einige Fragen offen.
Wie gehen wir mit Überwachung um? Wie mit Shitstorm und Drohungen? Welche
Formate lassen sich in welchem Kontext effektiv nutzen? Das Internet als wirklich
freier Meinungsmarkt sozusagen.” (https://www.kritisch-lesen.de/essay/medien-2-
0)

‘To use the Internet as a tool in the social struggle for hegemony, ie in the class
struggle. On the contrary. But there are still some questions left. How do we deal
with surveillance? How about Shitstorm and threats? Which formats can be used
effectively in which context? The Internet as a truly free market of opinion, so to
speak.’ (https://www.kritisch-lesen.de/essay/medien-2-0)

Progress in the field of communication technology has been utilized by the world
community and its presence in the community changed the way of communication
between members of the community. The presence of social media as a result of
technological advances, especially in the field of communication, changes the
conventional literacy that requires someone to express their thoughts, opinions, feelings in
daily life with spoken and written language, becoming an expert in mastering media
literacy. The ease of accessing information is one of the demands of modern society.
Social media is an important role because it is considered as a source of information. It
seems no exaggeration to say that everyone uses the media to find information and
knowledge in meeting their needs (Garry 1991, 29-30). At this time the internet is
generally used for several, such as : communication, information utility, fun, and
transactions. In the following article, it is explained that the growth of mobile device
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penetration in major cities in Indonesia has reached 88 percent and Indonesia has a global
top ranking in terms of the use of smart phones for online shopping.
(https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/8566/mengenalgenerasimillennial/0/sorotan_m
edia). For students starting at the elementary school level they have also been introduced
to use the internet to do school work.

Research Methods
The method used in this study is a qualitative method, explained by Marying (2003:

8) when not only being able to analyze objects, connections and processes, but to put
oneself into them or, at least, to imagine them. In principle. The step begins with the
question method, definitions of terms, categories and analysis scope. Basically, this
method includes problems, theoretical explanations, and discoveries. The respondents of
this research are the first semester German Department in Universitas Padjadjaran. They
are just learning German by using a book “Nettwerk” in half semester, that in one week
German language lessons are given a large credit (8 credits in one week equal to 360
minutes). It could be assumed that they still need to adjust to the learning system at the
university.

The questionnaire is intended to capture the expertise of students utilizing
multimedia, Their independence to learn the subject matter is important, as explain before,
students have opportunities to learn German independently with the support of digital and
technical media. Their learning process is not depending on the lecturer. The respondents
are required to make sentences about the obstacles faced. They just need a facilitator and
no longer depends on place and time. In addition of it, the students are required to make
sentences to the interlocutor in certain situations, for example, how do they express when
meet each other, give a greeting to the German people who have come to Indonesia for the
first time, unable to attend an invitation, asking direction, make short conversation in the
restaurant.

Based on the answers obtained from the questionnaire will get a picture of the level
of mastery of students towards IT, their application of IT knowledge in supporting the
process of learning German, as well as what are the most significant obstacles in learning
German actually have other cultures with German culture.

Discussion
In "Netzwerk" there are mastering the concepts of oral and written communication

that includes four language skills, in addition to the knowledge of culture and also the
German state from a geographical and historical point of view including it. Explanations
and symbols of instructions for teaching German language multimedia models
in”Netzwerk” are given clearly. The textbooks (Kursbuch) and exercises book
(Arbeitsbuch) are equipped with CDs.

It is advisable to watch film pieces that are in line with the themes available on CD,
writing, reading, reading and directly speaking, hearing a text and exercise look at
pictures and answer questions, etc. Therefore, through the available tools and links, they
can practice on their own (Selbstlernmaterialien), for example, vocabulary enrichment as
well as its application in the form of written and oral sentences. The students are led to be
able to arrange sentences according to the examples given, so it can be said that speaking
ability is the focus.

The results of an analysis of mastery of IT programs, 79% respondents answered
that they mastered it well. Their reasons are the role of information technology in daily life
is very influential, humans are required to be more adaptive to the development of
information technology, this is inseparable from human activities that are often supported
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by information technology itself. Thus, the advancement of information technology has a
great impact on humans, not least for students, the number of students acting as users of
information technology makes their lives never be separated from technology, this
condition makes many students aware of technology (technology literacy). However, in
this modern era, it is not uncommon for students to have not mastered IT programs.

The answers 84% of students that need good mastery when learning German with
'Netzwerk', because there is a DVD containing audio and video in the book "Netzwerk",
besides the books "Netzwerk" also has applications and interactive smart boards, that can
be accessed via android. When linked to their previous answers, their IT skills should
facilitate the learning process. In addition, 89% of respondents stated that the subject
matter in the book was easy to understand. The statements made by the respondents
appear to contradict with their next statement because almost all respondents (85%) think,
they still need to face-to-face in class with the teacher. when viewed from the following
data that they need the presence of a lecturer in class because only 53% of respondents
practice on their own and open the link according to the suggestions in the book.

The results of their German language abilities, that learning objectives have been
achieved. This is seen 89% of respondents can answer the questions given and also
arrange dialogue well. Errors that often arise are related to the specific differences
between German and Indonesian, among others distinguish the sound [t] and [d], so for
example the sentence; Es tut mir leid ‘I am sorry’ is written *Es tud mir leid. Three
respondents made mistakes like this. Another major mistake is the writing of nouns in
lowercase letters, even though nouns in German should be written in capital letters
wherever they are, such mistakes like: ‘Enschuldigung, ich habe eine frage. ‘Excuse me, I
have a question’; Guten appetit! ‘Good Appetite!; Einen moment but. ‘Wait a moment
please.’ In German the meaning of sie 'she' and Sie 'you' polite form is different. The
following error, thus discovered was the writing of the polite form of 'Sie' written 'sie'.
Respondents also paid less attention to writing Umlaut, for example, adjective schön
‘beautiful’ written schon ‘already’.

Some structural errors were found, namely conjugations, articles, cases. Mistakes
related to cultural matters are also found in their sentences. If the sentences are seen from
a structural point of view, there is no grammatical error, it's just not uncommon to do. In
Indonesian it looks normal when we are introduced to someone saying: Selamat pagi, apa
kabar?, but it is common in German to say: "Guten Morgen, Wie geht es Ihnen? Wie
heißen Sie? ‘Good Morning, how are you? What is your name?’ In a conversation in the
restaurant, a waiter to his guest will greet the guest first and does not suddenly ask:
“Wissen Sie schon, was Sie trinken und essen wollen? ‘Do you already know what you
want to drink and eat? This example is one example that respondents belonging to
millennial do not want to try to practice by compiling their own sentence. The 1st semester
students have not yet studied complex sentences. and they have taken the sentence from
Google, as well as the conversation in the following perfect sentence : “Rachel, hast du
mein Essen bestellt?” ‘ Rachel, have you ordered my food?’

Research Results
Millenials that's called Y-generation, categorized as a generation that from birth has

been introduced to social media very familiar in everyday life and for millennial
information is essential, they will feel 'out of date' if they do not know the latest
information. The respondents as millennial mastered IT programs well. They realize that
the role of information technology is very important in their daily lives and human
activities are often supported by information technology itself. However, they are not
careful in their work. It was seen that they sent a questionnaire in the form of an empty
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file. Actually, their ability will facilitate the process of learning German because learning
German with 'Netzwerk', because besides the books there is a DVD containing audio , and
video applications and interactive smart boards, that can be accessed via android. Kerja
cerdas ‘intelligent work’ rather than kerja keras ‘hard work’ can be regarded as a way of
life of millions, sometimes they want to finish their work in the wrong way, for example
for example by easily retrieving data over the internet they do not want to create their own
thinking tasks. With”Netzwerk” that have been packaged in such a way that students can
practice on themselves, but they still assume that the process of learning German, they
must always be accompanied by the teacher. Language is inseparable from culture and
learning foreign languages is not enough to know the meaning of words and arrange them
into sentences. Therefore, the research results obtained by students are able to arrange
sentences in German and be structurally acceptable but not culturally.
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Appendix
Millenials, that's called Y-generation, categorized as a generation that from birth has been
introduced to social media very familiar in everyday life and for millennial information is
essential, they will feel 'out of date' if they do not know the latest information respondents
as millennial mastered IT programs well. They realize that the role of information
technology is very important in their daily lives and human activities are often supported
by information technology itself. However, they are not careful in their work. It was seen
that they sent a questionnaire in the form of an empty file. Actually, their ability will
facilitate the process of learning German because learning German with 'Netzwerk',
because besides the books there is a DVD containing audio , and video applications and
interactive smart boards, that can be accessed via android. Kerja cerdas ‘intelligent work’
rather than kerja keras ‘hard work’ can be regarded as a way of life of millions, sometimes
they want to finish their work in the wrong way, for example for example by easily
retrieving data over the internet they do not want to create their own thinking tasks.
With”Netzwerk” that have been packaged in such a way that students can practice on
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themselves, but they still assume that the process of learning German, they must always be
accompanied by the teacher.


